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MINUTES, REGULAR MEETING 

CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 

JULY 14, 2014 

 

 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, the first meeting of the City Council of the City of La Crescent for the 

month of July was called to order by Mayor Mike Poellinger at 5:30 PM in the La Crescent City Hall, La 

Crescent, Minnesota, on Monday, July 14, 2014, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Upon a roll call taken and tallied by the City Attorney, the following members were present:  Members Bernie 

Buehler, John Graf, Greg Husmann, Dale Williams, and Mayor Mike Poellinger.  Members absent:  None.  

Also present was City Administrator Bill Waller and City Attorney Skip Wieser. 

 

Mayor Poellinger asked if anyone wished to take action to change the agenda as presented.  There were no 

changes requested. 

 

ITEM 1 – CONSENT AGENDA 

 

At this time, the Mayor read the following items to be considered as part of the Consent Agenda, including the 

above change to the agenda, for this regular meeting: 

 

1.1 MINUTES – JUNE 23, 2014 

1.2 MINUTES – JUNE 30, 2014 

1.3 BILLS PAYABLE THROUGH JULY 10, 2014 

1.4 CASH BALANCE/ACTIVITY REPORT – MAY 2014 

1.5 LIBRARY REPORT – MAY 2014 

1.6 CASH  BALANCE/ACTIVITY REPORT – JUNE 2014 

1.7 LIBRARY REPORT – JUNE 2014 

 

At the conclusion of the reading of the Consent Agenda, Mayor Poellinger asked if the Council wished to have 

any of the items removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  Member Williams made a motion, 

seconded by Member Buehler, as follows: 

 

A MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED 

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graf  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
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ITEM 3.0 – PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES – JULY 8, 2014 

City Council reviewed the Minutes from the July 8, 2014 Planning Commission Meeting.  Planning 

Commission Chair Don Smith gave an overview to Council.  There were four items the Planning Commission 

considered that require consideration by City Council.   

1. The Planning Commission recommended to Council to accept the letter of withdrawal of the application 

for the zoning change request from an R-1 to R-3 for the property at 201 North Elm Street with the following 

stipulations:  No additional fee required if reapply; a contingent purchase agreement be included with next 

application; and a complete set of plans for any remodeling of the building be included with the new 

application.  Following discussion, Member Graf made a motion, seconded by Member Buehler, as follows: 

MOTION TO ACCEPT THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE APPLICATION FOR THE ZONING 

CHANGE REQUEST FROM AN R-1 TO R-3 FOR THE PROPERTY AT 201 NORTH ELM STREET 

WITH STIPULATIONS. 

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graff  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 

2. The Planning Commission recommended to City Council that they deny the application for the proposed 

administrative subdivision with two variations for 113 North Oak Street but allow the applicant to reapply with 

no additional fee if proper paperwork is submitted.  In recommending this denial, the Planning Commission 

made the following findings of fact: 

 a. Neither applicant nor applicant’s agent appeared at the public hearing in support of the 

application and thus neither committee nor public questions could be answered. 

 b. The material as submitted left questions as to the use the applicant wanted. 

Following discussion, Member Buehler made a motion, seconded by Member Graf, as follows: 

MOTION TO DENY THE APPLICATION FOR THE PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE 

SUBDIVISION WITH TWO VARIATIONS FOR 113 NORTH OAK STREET BUT ALLOW THE 

APPLICANT TO REAPPLY WITH NO ADDITIONAL FEE IF PROPER PAPERWORK IS 

SUBMITTED AND INCORPORATING THE FINDINGS STATED IN THE JULY 8, 2014 PLANNING 

COMMISSION MINUTES. 

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 
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 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graff  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 

3. The Planning Commission recommended to City Council that they approve the application for the 

proposed administrative subdivision with a 50’ setback from the OHWL to create two lots according to the 

proposed plat for 318 – 322 Shore Acres Road.  In recommending the approval of the application, the Planning 

Commission made the following findings of fact: 

 a. The administrative subdivision will conform to all requirements for lots within a 1.A. Zoning 

District and the applicant has demonstrated by survey that they comply with the requirements to be granted the 

subdivision, to wit:  “Divisions of land where the division is to permit the adding of a parcel of land to an 

abutting lot or the combination or recorded lots to form no more than two lots.  Newly created lots shall 

conform to the design and performance standards of the La Crescent Subdivision and Zoning Ordinance.” 

 b. That the lots have sufficient depth to easily accommodate a full setback and that the setback adds 

certainty for the continuing discussions with the neighbor to the south and protection for Mr. Stansfield, who 

intends to construct a home on the lot to the south, relative to the lot to the north which he stated he intends to 

sell.  It also adds certainty as the exact setback can be better determined when flood waters recede. 

Following discussion, Member Williams made a motion, seconded by Member Graf, as follows: 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION FOR THE PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE 

SUBDIVISION WITH A 50’ SETBACK FROM THE OHWL TO CREATE TWO LOTS ACCORDING 

TO THE PROPOSED PLAT FOR 318 – 322 SHORE ACRES ROAD AND INCORPORATING THE 

FINDINGS STATED IN THE JULY 8, 2014 PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES. 

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graff  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 

4. The Planning Commission would like to inform City Council that it appears the Conditional Use Permit 

given to extend the Flag Pole at Abnet Field to Crown Castle is in violation of the conditions granted on January 

9, 2013.  Specifically the design called for a smooth transition in the dimension of the flag pole and as 

constructed it has an abrupt and unsightly column at the top of the pole.  Following discussion, Member Buehler 

made a motion, seconded by Member Husmann, as follows: 
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MOTION TO REFER TO CITY ATTORNEY TO REVIEW VIOLATION OF THE CONDITIONAL 

USE PERMIT GIVEN TO EXTEND THE FLAG POLE AT ABNET FIELD TO CROWN CASTLE ON 

JANUARY 9, 2013. 

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graff  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 

 

ITEM 3.2 – FIRE DEPARTMENT RELIEF ASSOCIATION 

 

Tim Moore from the La Crescent Fire Relief Association reviewed with City Council a request that the yearly 

pension benefit be increased from $1,650.00 to $1,750.00 per year.  Following discussion, Member Husmann 

made a motion, seconded by Member Williams, as follows: 

 

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE INCREASE IN THE LA CRESCENT FIRE RELIEF 

ASSOCIATION YEARLY PENSION BENEFIT $1,650.00 TO $1,750.00 PER YEAR. 

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, the following Members present voted in favor 

thereof, viz; 

 

 John Graf  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

  

Member Buehler and Mayor Poellinger abstained from voting.  The motion was declared duly carried by a 3-0 

vote. 

 

ITEM 3.3 – RESOLUTION TO APPOINT ELECTION JUDGES 

 

City Council reviewed a resolution that appoints the election judges for the 2014 elections, including alternative 

judges.  Following discussion, Member Husmann introduced the following resolution and moved its passage 

and adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 07-14-14 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING ELECTION JUDGES FOR 2014 ELECTIONS 

 
 
Be it resolved by the City Council of the City of La Crescent as follows: 
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1.  The persons below named are hereby appointed judges for the 2014 elections to be held in the 
City of La Crescent, November 4, 2014. The judges appointed, the chairperson of the election 
board of each precinct designated and precinct and voting are as following: 

 
A.  First Precinct........................Community Building 

To serve from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 
 

Bill Goff, Chair 

Rose Albrecht   

Pat Shea             

Delores Sorenson    
La Verne Lehmann    
Jan Schild 
Jan Koljord 

  
 
            B.  Second Precinct.......................Ice Arena 
   To serve from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM 

 
   Judy Lehmann, Chair 
   Cherryl Jostad 
   JoAnn Olson 
   Barb Hammes  
   Peg Wansley 
   Judy Graf 
   Carolynn Devine  
      
                
            C.  Third Precinct..........................Ice Arena 

To serve from 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM 
 

Sara Goff, Chair 
Lois Mullally 
Darlene Erickson 
Jeanne Baures 

 
 

 D.  Fourth Precinct…………………Mailed Ballot 
 
 Alternate Judges:  Mike Albrecht, Rosemary Zemlo, Catherine Acevedo 
 

 ADOPTED this 14th day of July, 2014. 

 

SIGNED: 

 

 

       _________________________________ 

       Mayor 
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ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

City Administrator 

 

 

The foregoing motion was duly seconded by Member Buehler and upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the 

City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graff  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried and the resolution duly passed and 

adopted. 

 

ITEM 3.4 – CITY COUNCIL MEMBER RESIGNATION 

City Council reviewed correspondence from John Graf regarding his resignation from the City Council on or 

before December 31, 2014.  Mayor Poellinger gave an overview and Member Buehler thanked Member Graf 

for his service.  Following discussion, Member Buehler made a motion, seconded by Member Husmann, as 

follows: 

MOTION TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF MEMBER JOHN GRAF FROM THE CITY 

COUNCIL. 

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graff  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 

 

ITEM 3.5 – LANCER YOUTH HOCKEY – LIQUOR LICENSE 

 

Council reviewed an application for a temporary 1-4 day liquor license from Lancer Youth Hockey for a fund 

raising event they are proposing to have at the Community Ice Arena facility on August 23, 2014.  The City 

Administrator informed the Council that the application appears to be in order and recommended approval and 

authorize that it be submitted to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety.  It was also recommended that the 

rental fee for the arena be waived.  Following discussion, Member Graf made a motion, seconded by Member 

Buehler, as follows: 
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MOTION TO GRANT A TEMPORARY 1-4 DAY LIQUOR LICENSE TO LANCER YOUTH 

HOCKEY FOR A FUND RAISING EVENT THEY ARE PROPOSING TO HAVE AT THE 

COMMUNITY ICE ARENA FACILITY ON AUGUST 23, 2014 AND TO AUTHORIZE IT BE 

SUBMITTED TO THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND TO ALSO WAIVE 

THE RENTAL FEE FOR THE ARENA. 

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graff  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 

 

ITEM 3.6 – PERSONNEL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

 

The Personnel Committee made the following recommendations to City Council: 

 

 1. That the City Council approve the Memorandum of Understanding regarding Doug Stavenau’s  

  rate of pay while he serves as Interim Police Chief. 

 2. That the City Council hire Amy Moldenhauer as a lead worker at Pine Creek Golf Course.   

  Pursuant to the terms and conditions of the union contract, Ms. Moldenhauer would serve a 120  

  day probationary period.  

 

Following discussion, the following Motions were made: 

 

Member Williams made a motion, seconded by Buehler, as follows: 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING REGARDING DOUG 

STAVENAU’S RATE OF PAY WHILE HE SERVES AS INTERIM POLICE CHIEF. 

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graf  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 

 

Member Williams made a motion, seconded by Member Husmann, as follows: 
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MOTION TO APPROVE THE HIRING OF AMY MOLDENHAUER AS LEAD WORKER AT PINE 

CREEK GOLF COURSE AND PURSUANT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE UNION 

CONTRACT, MS. MOLDENHAUER WOULD SERVE A 120 DAY PROBATIONARY PERIOD.  

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graf  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 

 

ITEM 3.7 – ANNEXATION RECOMMENDATION 

 

City Administrator Waller gave an overview to City Council regarding the review of current City boundaries.  It 

was recommended to Council to authorize the City Attorney and City Engineer to prepare an annexation 

recommendation to be presented at the July 28, 2014 City Council Meeting.  Following discussion, Member 

Husmann made a motion, seconded by Member Graf, as follows: 

 

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY ENGINEER TO PREPARE AN 

ANNEXATION RECOMMENDATION TO BE PRESENTED AT THE JULY 28, 2014 CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING.  

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graf  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 

 

ITEM 3.8 – PARADE ORDINANCE 

 

City Attorney Wieser gave an overview to City Council regarding the review of possibly implementing a parade 

ordinance during the weekend of Applefest.  After review by City Attorney, City Administrator and Interim 

Police Chief Stavenau and a survey, it was their consensus that no formal ordinance be adopted at this time.  

Part of this is due to resource limitations and practical difficulties with handling, inventorying and monitoring 

of individual’s personal property.  Ads will be put in the newspaper; the Police Department will review placing 

signs; and will ask for voluntary compliance regarding this issue.  No action taken. 

 

ITEM 3.9 – CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – CIRCUS 

 

The La Crescent Chamber of Commerce requested City Council approval for the use of Abnet Field for the 

Culpepper & Merriweather Circus on August 8, 2014.  There would be 2 shows on August 8 with the Circus 
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arriving the morning of August 8 and leaving on August 9.  The circus allows for the public to view the raising 

of the tent at 10:00 a.m. and provide guided tours of the exotic animals before the circus.  It was requested for 

the City to provide access to a water source and provide and arrange for the removal of refuse containers for 

trash and animal manure.  Following discussion, Member Buehler made a motion, seconded by Member 

Williams as follows: 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE REQUEST OF LA CRESCENT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR THE 

USE OF ABNET FIELD FOR THE CULPEPPER & MERRIWEATHER CIRCUS ON AUGUST 8, 

2014 AND FOR THE CITY TO PROVIDE  ACCESS TO A WATER SOURCE AND PROVIDE AND 

ARRANGE FOR THE REMOVAL OF REFUSE CONTAINERS FOR TRASH AND MANURE. 

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graf  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 

ITEM 3.10 – LIONS CLUB – GAMBLING LICENSE 

City Council reviewed a gambling permit application from the Lions Club of La Crescent for an event which 

they plan to sponsor at Abnet Field on August 2 and 3, 2014.  City Administrator informed the Council that the 

application appears to be in order and recommended approval and that it authorize that it be submitted to the 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety.  Following discussion, Member Husmann made a motion, seconded by 

Member Graf, as follows: 

 

MOTION TO APPROVE A GAMBLING PERMIT TO THE LIONS CLUB OF LA CRESCENT FOR 

AN EVENT AT ABNET FIELD ON AUGUST 2 AND AUGUST 3, 2014 AND TO AUTHORIZE IT TO 

BE SUBMITTED TO THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY.  

 

Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Administrator, all Members present voted in favor thereof, 

viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graff  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried. 
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ITEM 8 – CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

 

The Chamber updated City Council on upcoming events including La Crescent Signs, the Circus on August 8, 

Ribbon Cutting for the Apple Shed on August 14 and the Streak Fry on August 21.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Member Husmann made a motion, 

seconded by Member Graf, to adjourn the meeting.  Upon a roll call vote taken and tallied by the City Attorney, 

all Members voted in favor thereof, viz; 

 

 Bernie Buehler Yes 

 John Graf  Yes 

 Greg Husmann Yes 

 Dale Williams  Yes 

 Mike Poellinger Yes 

 

and none voted against the same.  The motion was declared duly carried and the meeting duly adjourned at 5:57 

PM. 

 

APPROVAL DATE:  ______________________ 

 

   

       SIGNED: 

 

   

       _________________________________ 

       Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

City Administrator 


